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Oh no!  Your teacher has told you that your research paper must follow MLA format.  What are you going to do?

On this page, you’ll find the most common MLA citation formats.  After looking at this page, you should be able to figure out where to put the essential information, and more importantly, where all those periods go.

Book with one author:

Author’s last name , Author’s first name .  Title of the Book . City of publication: Publisher, year of publication.

(Hint: Take the title from the title page of the book, not the cover of the book)
Book with more than one author:

Author’s last name , Author’s first name , Author’s first and last name .  Title of the Book .  City of publication: Publisher, year of publication.

(Hint: Wondering what order to put the authors in if there’s more than one?  Use the order listed on the title page.  Only the first author is Last Name, First Name)

Book with an editor:
Editor’s last name , Editor’s first name , ed. Title of the Book .  City of publication: Publisher , year of publication.

(Hint:  treat an editor just like an author, except remember to put the abbreviation in.  If there’s more than one editor, follow the format for ‘Book with more than one Author’ and use the abbreviation “eds.”)

Encyclopedia:
Author’s last name, author’s first name. “Article title .” Title of Encyclopedia . City of publication: Publisher , year of publication.

(Hint: If there isn’t an author listed, just delete that part and start your citation with the title of the article in quotation marks)
Magazine Article:

Author’s last name, author’s first name . “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine Date: Page(s).

(Hint: The date should be listed in day month year format, with the standard three letter abbreviation for the month used, except for weekly or bi-weekly magazines.  In the case of weekly or biweekly magazines, write out the month)

Newspaper Article:

Author’s last name, Author’s first name . “Title of Article.” Name of Newspaper Date, edition: Page(s).

(Hint: Name of the newspaper comes from the masthead on the first page.  Don’t include beginning articles like “the”.  For example:  Reno Gazette-Journal, not “The” Reno Gazette-Journal.  

If there isn’t an edition of the paper listed on the masthead, delete that part.

If the article isn’t on consecutive pages, list the first page with a plus sign after it.  For example:  A1+)

Website:

Creator’s Last name, creator’s first name . Webpage title . Institution or organization . Date of access < URL network address>

(Hint: If you can’t find a creator’s name, don’t worry.  Just start with the title of the webpage.  If the page isn’t a part of a bigger institution or organization such as a university, don’t worry about that either.  Just skip that part.)

Video/DVD/Movie:
Title of video .  Director, producer, and/or writers . Medium.  Distributor, year.
(Hint: You can use either the writer, the producer, or the director.  The citation should look like “Dir. by “ or “Prod. by “ or “Writ. by “.

The medium is the format, which means is it a VHS tape, a DVD, etc)

Song:
Artist’s last name, Artist’s first name . “Song Title.” Title of Album the song where the song is found . Record Label Name , Year produced.

(Hint: If the artist goes by a single name, just list that name.)
